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The Warehouse calls on Kiwis to bring in pre-loved toys  
  

The Warehouse to pilot toy recycling initiative  
in 22 stores nationwide during Mega Toy Month  

 

 
 

 

Toys that have reached the end of their lives including plastic trucks, metal cars, cuddly animals, 
Barbies and even some electronic toys will be given a new life as things like playground surfacing, 
picnic tables, benches, musical instruments and watering cans thanks to a new toy recycling 
initiative being launched by The Warehouse during its annual Mega Toy Month.  
  
The Warehouse is partnering with innovative recycling company TerraCycle, which has run the 
programme with an Australian retailer and collected more than 18 tonnes of old toys in a year.  
  
In New Zealand, the recycling initiative will be piloted at 22 The Warehouse stores nationwide, from 
Whangarei to Invercargill during Mega Toy Month, which runs from 29 June to 26 July. Kiwis can 
start dropping off their toys from Friday 1 July.  
  
Lonnica Van Engelen, The Warehouse Toy Lead, says the initiative is another exciting step in the 
retailer’s sustainability journey.   
  
“We’re exploring ways we can offer full circularity for the toys we sell, and as we’ve seen across the 
Tasman, there has been huge demand for the programme. This is a great opportunity for Kiwis to 
recycle toys that are broken and can’t be passed on or given away to others and know they’re going 
to be recycled and turned into something useful.  
  
“Instead of collecting dust in the garage or being thrown into landfill, we’re inviting families to bring 
their old toys into our participating stores so they can have the next stage of their lives as things like 
a watering can. We’re piloting this approach and if this trial is successful, we hope to extend it 
throughout our entire store network,” says Van Engelen.  



 

  
Each of the 22 stores will have a large colourful recycling box in store in which customers can drop 
off their pre-loved toys. When full, the toys will be taken to the Return Centre and sent on to 
TerraCycle ANZ.  
  
Jean Bailliard, General Manager of TerraCycle ANZ, explained the significance of the trial.  
  
“It’s fantastic to be working with The Warehouse on the first in store toy recycling pilot to accept any 
brand of toy in New Zealand. As a waste stream, toys are extremely difficult to recycle and are 
frequently not accepted in kerbside recycling because they are made of a complex mix of materials 
including metals, plastics, and textiles. However, they can be recycled through TerraCycle and given 
new life as watering cans, garden benches, or even incorporated into new playground sets and 
musical instruments to name a few."  
  
Plastic, metal, plush and electronic toy brands will be accepted but any batteries will need to be 
removed. The programme doesn’t cover books, board games, wooden toys, PlayDoh, paint, slime, 
pens, pencils, crayons or paintbrushes, and oversized toys such as bikes, scooters, skateboards or 
sports toys.  
  
  
ENDS  
 
For more information, please contact:  

The Warehouse Group Communications team media.enquiries@thewarehouse.co.nz   

  
About Mega Toy Month  
Mega Toy Month is The Warehouse’s annual toy celebration that runs from 29 June to 26 July and 
will feature instore and online deals on a huge range of favourite toys including LEGO. And for every 
toy sold during the month, The Warehouse will donate a portion of proceeds up to $150,000 to The 
Salvation Army’s Aspire programme to support at-risk teens who aspire to change their lives.   
  
For more information, visit www.thewarehouse.co.nz/toy-recycle.html 
  
About The Warehouse  
   
Founded in 1982 by Sir Stephen Tindall, The Warehouse is one of the largest retailing groups in New 
Zealand, with 89 stores nationwide offering a wide range of products at everyday low prices. The 
Warehouse is a subsidiary of The Warehouse Group, which comprises six market-leading retailers – 
Noel Leeming, Warehouse Stationery, The Market, 1-day and Torpedo7.   
  
The Group’s vision is to build New Zealand’s most sustainable, convenient, and customer-first 
company, with our people, customers, communities, and the environment at the heart of the 
business. Over the years, the Group has helped raised over $77 million for New Zealand 
communities, and in 2019, was the first larger organisation in New Zealand, and third major retailer 
globally, to go carbon zero. To find out more, visit www.thewarehousegroup.co.nz   
   
The Warehouse stores trialling the programme:  

• Whangārei  
• Albany  
• Sylvia Park  
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• Silverdale  
• Manukau  
• Takanini  
• Westgate  
• Te Rapa  
• Fraser Cove  
• Rotorua  
• Gisborne  
• Bell Block  
• Palmerston North  
• Napier  
• Porirua  
• Lyall Bay  
• Nelson  
• Eastgate  
• Riccarton  
• Queenstown  
• South Dunedin  
• Invercargill  

  
About TerraCycle  
TerraCycle is an innovative waste management company with a mission to eliminate the idea of 
waste. Operating nationally across 20 countries, TerraCycle partners with leading consumer product 
companies, retailers and cities to recycle products and packages that would otherwise end up being 
landfilled or incinerated. In addition, TerraCycle works with leading consumer product companies to 
integrate hard to recycle waste streams, such as ocean plastic, into their products and packaging. Its 
new division, Loop, is the first shopping system that gives consumers a way to shop for their 
favourite brands in durable, reusable packaging. TerraCycle has won over 200 awards for 
sustainability and has donated over $44 million to schools and charities since its founding more than 
15 years ago and was named #10 in Fortune magazine’s list of 52 companies Changing the World. To 
learn more about TerraCycle or get involved in its recycling programs, please visit 
www.terracycle.com.  
  
 


